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Welcome Class of 2019!

Let’s do the math—15 hours a semester for 8 semesters equals the
required 120 hours to meet most WKU degree requirements. So commit
now to graduating on time with your class in four years!
In between now and then, you will choose your major and our faculty
will prepare you well in your chosen discipline. You will learn what it
takes to be a leader. You will learn about and internalize the WKU
6SLULW՚DVSLULWRIVHOIFRQࣇGHQFHVHOIHVWHHPDFKLHYHPHQWDQG
OHDGHUVKLS<RXZLOOGHYHORSWKHLQVWLQFWVWRWKLQNUHDVRQDQG
PDNHJRRGGHFLVLRQV<RXZLOODFKLHYH\RXUIXOOSRWHQWLDO
I hope you will explore studying abroad, and learn to
be a global citizen. I hope you will be fully engaged in
a broad range of campus experiences. I hope you will
NQRZDQGORYHWKH:.8FDPSXVDVSDVVLRQDWHO\DVWKH
VWXGHQWVZKRKDYHSUHFHGHG\RXVLQFH
7KLVLVQRZ\RXUXQLYHUVLW\,WLV\RXUKLJKHU
education home. Our traditions are now your
traditions. This is your WKU Experience. Make the
most of it! I look forward to sharing it with you!

Go Toppers!

Gary A. Ransdell
President

Where You Belong.

Voted 2014 & 2015 BEST Credit Union/Bank on the WKU Hill

On WKU’s Campus
Since 1963

Get the BEST Free WKU
Student Checking

WKU Scholarships

Free Student Checking

$12,000 awarded to WKU students annually

No monthly maintenance fee for student checking

Student Loans

Free Mobile App*

Private student loans & Consolidation loans

24/7 Account access, mobile check deposit

3 Fee-Free ATMs on WKU’s Hill

SOCU Tracker

Along with over 20,000 surcharge-fee ATMs nationwide

A free money management tool, Online & App*

Standard carrier rates may apply.
* - Membership
Eligibility applies. Some
restrictions or requirements may apply to
receive certain products and account
privileges.
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WELCOME & TRADITIONS
a (friendly) letter from the editor
Welcome to View of the Hill, a publication designed
to guide you through campus life as you await movein day. Every page of this magazine has been created by
students for students. We were in your shoes only a few
years ago and experienced the same thrill of attending
college. Now you are Hilltoppers, which means you
are family. Let’s take a walk together.
The college experience is much like a trek up a hill.
You start at the bottom with a challenge looming over
you. You have a destination in mind, but it is still
out of sight. Your aspirations excite you, even if the
realities of achieving them may intimidate you. But
that’s okay. If your dreams don’t scare you, they aren’t
big enough.
During your journey you meet new faces and forge
new friendships. Some of your acquaintances may
sprint ahead and leave you in the dust, others may
fall behind and make no effort to catch up. Some will
stay by your side to help should you falter. Along the
way, you may notice people taking shortcuts or riding
on the back of others, but you have to pull your own
weight up the hill to earn your reward.
Some days it will rain and some days it will shine.
It will snow and you’ll be stuck, maybe even sliding
downward. But the sun will reappear and the cherry
trees will bloom with the promise of a bright future.
It’s okay to stop and catch your breath if you feel
overwhelmed. But never give up!
When you’re halfway up the hill, you may come
across a fork. Either you find your predestined course
and continue with an invigorating sense of purpose or
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you take the path of uncertainty and allow time to tell
you which way you want to go. But here’s the catch:
Whenever you are faced with two options, know that
you can always make a third. You can choose the road
never before taken, and lead yourself to your goals.
Who knows, you might even end up leading others
to theirs.
No matter the exact path you take, you will reach
the top of the Hill. You will taste the sweet victory
known as graduation. It was a long and tiring hike, but
it made you stronger and smarter. In the end, when
you look back at your journey you will have a unique
and invaluable perspective to carry with you in all
your endeavors.
I hope this publication benefits each of you as
you take your first steps around the Hill. There are
so many wonderful things to learn and experience in
college, and what you see among these pages is just
a glimpse of the opportunities ahead. Ultimately, it’s
up to you to discover your own view. Just remember
that your future is bright on, and beyond, the Hill.
Best of luck,
Abby Belknap
Editor

the Fight Song
“Stand up and cheer / stand up and cheer for dear old Western
For today we raise / the red and white above the rest
Rah! Rah! Rah!
Our team is fighting / and we’re bound to win the fray
We’ve got the team / Woo! Woo!
We’ve got the steam / Woo! Woo!
For this is dear old Western’s day”

the Red Towel
The ultimate symbol of WKU spirit, the Red Towel has been a tradition since
E. A. Diddle, one of the most successful college basketball coaches in history,
waved his own at over 1,000 games. Not only does the Red Towel serve as the
official logo of WKU Athletics, but it is an icon of Hilltopper pride. Various
offices and organizations around campus have specialized versions, and you can
earn quite the collection by sharing your spirit and getting involved on campus.

the Alma Mater
College Heights, on hilltop fair,
With beauty all thine own,
Lovely jewel far more rare
Than graces any throne!

College Heights, we hail thee;
We shall never fail thee
Falter never, live forever,
Hail! Hail! Hail!

College Heights, we hail thee;
We shall never fail thee
Falter never, live forever,
Hail! Hail! Hail!

College Heights thy noble life,
Shall e’er our pattern be,
Teaching us through joy and strife
To love humanity.

College Heights with living soul
And purpose strong and true,
Service ever is thy goal
Thy spirit ever new.

College Heights, we hail thee;
We shall never fail thee
Falter never, live forever,
Hail! Hail! Hail!

Honestly, does anyone know what Big Red is? Besides charming, lovable
and extremely huggable, that is. Born in 1979, Big Red has been running
around campus with endless energy ever since. As the first inductee into the
Capital One Mascot Challenge Hall of Fame, Big Red has certainly earned
some bragging rights. While no one can say for certain
what Big Red is, one thing is clear. Big Red has an
insatiable appetite for Hilltopper spirit and will not
hesitate to eat your head after a good belly shake, so
consider yourself warned.
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WKU SU
MMER S
ESSION
and WI
S
NTER TE
RM

Make the most
of your time
at WKU!

Classes are taught online,
at the Bowling Green campuses,
and at Regional Campuses.
Study Abroad and Study Away
classes are also available.
We can help you graduate!

wku.edu/winter
Western Kentucky University is an equal opportunity
institution of higher education and upon request
provides reasonable accommodation to individuals
with disabilities. www.wku.edu/eoo

wku.edu/summer
270-745-2478

MASTER PLAN

MASTER Plan kicks off with an opening ceremony where the entire freshman class comes together, meets President Ransdell
and learns the fight song for the first time.
Since 1993, MASTER Plan has welcomed new students to WKU. The week-long program is designed to help make the transition
to college life a painless one. Consider it your springboard to success and the ultimate week of networking. MASTER Plan begins
with move-in day and continues with a concert, various social activities, informational sessions, and a city wide community
service event known as Big Red’s Blitz. You won’t want to miss this program that has become a tradition on the Hill.

for your information...
The front desk of your
residence hall can provide
you an endless supply
of free trash bags, will
send your mail, and has
cleaning equipment you
can borrow.

10

VIEW OF THE HILL

You can find the address
of your residence hall
by visiting the link on
the right. Make sure to
include your hall name
and room number in
your address.

master plan

links
Setting up your Net ID before
you arrive on campus will
make the registration process
for your computer and mobile
devices so much easier. It’s also
how you initially log on to the
university wifi.

wku.edu/masterplan/
wku.edu/housing/halls/
hall_addresses.php
wku.edu/it/accounts/
netid/

save the date!
AUGUST 16-20, 2015

what are the benefits?
Move into your residence hall early. Various campus organizations provide assistance, and moving
in alongside everyone else is much easier than doing it alone.

Acclimation to campus. The Hill is bigger than it seems on a map, but having an entire week to
explore it and find out where your classes are will make your first day a breeze.
Social interaction. Meeting other students in the same position as you when you first arrive to the
Hill is a big benefit. Social and communication skills are crucial to academic success, and MASTER
Plan allows you to find your support group right from the start.

Taste all your meal options. You will have plenty of time to try out the diverse restaurants on
campus and figure out which meal plan will work best for you during the semester.

Earn your first red towel. Becoming a Hilltopper means joining a culture rich with traditions that
thrive thanks to the student body. It won’t take long for you to adopt the famous red towel spirit.
Realize your potential. MASTER Plan enables you to connect with other students and communities
by expressing your interests. Getting involved is so important, and this program can point you
toward an abundance of opportunities and organizations.

DORM LIFE

a guide to the perfect room for you
You spend most
of your time

be honest,
do you procrastinate?

in your room

who
doesn’t?

enjoy alone time
when you are
home at last, you...

out and about

not
always...

so how do you
spend that time?

are you sure?
if you were an
animal, you
would be...

yes

spend time
with friends
a sloth:
super chill

a penguin:
so social

no...

good for you!
what else do you do
with your time?

with friends,
doing something
or nothing

find some way
to socialize

a dolphin:
always curious
after class, you
can be found...

chilling

delve into a
good book or
your homework

usually napping or
watching Netflix

studying

the hangout

the library

the dark room

You social butterfly, you! Everyone
knows your room is definitely the go-to
spot for a good time. Be sure to bring
a few pillows or a bean bag so people
can crash on your floor for movie
nights, laid back parties and random
gatherings. But don’t forget to study
here and there. Having a good time is
a great thing, but school is what you’re
here for!

Your room is oh-so quiet and ideal
for studying. To create your personal
library, you’ll need to bring blankets
for warmth, a book collection for your
shelves and a Keurig coffee maker for
those early mornings or all-nighters.
Just make sure to have a few study
parties here and there. All work and no
play makes for a very stressed college
student!

Laying in bed for hours, asleep or watching
TV sounds like the perfect day. Your room
is all about rest and relaxation. To create
your cozy nest, you will need soft lighting,
whether that be a small lamp or string lights.
You will also need a thick mattress pad, to
cushion your bed just a little bit extra. For
all those movie marathons, be sure to stock
up on popcorn. But don’t forget to do your
schoolwork at some point!
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making the most of your dorm
Take a deep breath. The big move is finally over. You’re in
Bowling Green, all of your boxed up belongings made it to
your room, and your mother has most likely already made
your bed as only mothers can do. So now what?
Take a good look around the room. The walls are bare and
bland, and your mind is swirling with decoration ideas. The
search for the electrical outlet nearest to your bed begins,
and your organizational skills are put to the test with the
challenge of what to unpack first. You probably have ideas
of how you might make the room your own, but have you
thought about how the room might change you?
Dorm life is a new experience for everyone. Your roommate
may come from a completely different background and
there is a chance you may not get along. But there is a
greater chance that your exposure to new individuals and
new perspectives will be incredibly rewarding, and that
makes dorm life exciting.
A unique benefit of living in a residence hall is the sense
of community that will develop on your floor and resonate
throughout the hall. Whether you’re living in a co-ed or a
single-sex hall, you will undoubtedly forge new relationships
with other students. Residence halls constantly promote
social events for residents, and it’s never a bad idea to attend.
Meeting members of your community is important— after
all, you never know when that acquaintance down the hall
will become your savior when you forget some obscure but
essential item. So as soon as you’ve settled into your new
room, get out of it! Share your personality with others and
build your dorm into a community. Having a “home away
from home” will help you be successful as a student.
One of the most valuable lessons to learn from dorm life
is how to effectively deal with conflict. From the inherent
limitations on privacy to that person down the hall who
ignores the quiet hours policy, there will be opportunities
for conflict. The good news is that there are easy ways to
deal with these issues. Most of us have passive-aggressive
tendencies, but rarely does that method work. Neither does
reacting instantly with the wrong attitude. The best way
to resolve any conflict in your dorm (and really, in your
life) is to take a step back and identify the problem. Once
you’ve figured out the cause of the conflict, calmly talk
about it. The silent treatment and snarky sticky notes aren’t
effective—if you have a dilemma, you must learn to voice
it. As soon as you communicate your concerns, you can
begin solving them.
One last thing about dorm life: be safe! Residence halls
are by no means dangerous places, but theft can occur.

Always lock your door when the room is left unattended
and before you go to bed each night. Even a three minute
trip to the restroom is enough time for someone to slip in
and steal something. Most of the time, that stolen item is
lost forever. While you’re arranging the room, make sure
your mini refrigerator is plugged directly into an outlet.
Hooking one of those bad boys up to an extension cord is
a potential fire hazard, and no one will thank you for an
emergency evacuation. Speaking of fire hazards, don’t let
your dirty clothes and forgotten books on the floor become
a danger. Make your mother proud and keep your room
neat! There should always be a clear path to the door—
maybe not for a fire drill, but definitely for those mornings
when you roll out of bed and rush out of the room just as
class is beginning.
From bunk beds to suite style, there are infinite ways to
arrange your dorm room. Let your creativity come through,
but keep in mind that comfort is key. For specific details on
the size and layout of your room and a checklist of what to
pack, visit the links below.

links
wku.edu/housing/halls/
wku.edu/housing/halls/faq.php
wku.edu/housing/halls/what_to_
bring.php

just a reminder...
Residence hall beds are size Twin XL.
Some over-the-door hanging mirrors will not fit in
certain rooms... wait until you move in to buy one.
You’ll need plenty of quarters to do your laundry in
the residence halls. You can also use Big Red dollars
by swiping your WKU ID.
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ACADEMICS
WKU is home to six academic colleges that offer a variety of majors and minors. Each college has
a unique set of departments and other units that will prepare you for the professional world in
just four years. There is also an abundance of academic clubs and organizations related to almost
all programs (too many to name here, in fact) to keep in mind as you explore your major. You’ll
need more than just good grades to get ahead after graduation, so don’t be afraid to talk to your
peers and join an organization that benefits you!

Potter College of Arts & Letters

Potter College of Arts & Letters, more simply referred to as PCAL, provides students with a liberal arts
education. The programs in PCAL focus on the past, present and future of men and women as well as
aesthetic expressions, metaphysical concerns, and social interactions. With 37 majors offered within 12
distinct departments, PCAL gives its students a wide range of options. Each semester, PCAL sponsors
a Cultural Enhancement Series available to all students. Past series included speeches from Bill Nye and
Cornel West and various musical performances. To see upcoming events and learn more about PCAL, check
out the website at wku.edu/pcal.

departments
Art
Communication
English
Folk Studies & Anthropology
History
School of Journalism & Broadcasting
Modern Languages
Music
Philosophy & Religious Studies
Political Science
Sociology
Theatre & Dance
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academics

dean

representatives

David Lee

PCAL Dean’s Council of Students

Gordon Ford College of Business
Gordon Ford College of Business aims to educate students not only according to
their respective programs, but also through an overall sense of communication, global
awareness and critical thinking skills. Over 2,000 Hilltoppers are enrolled in GFCB,
whose business program is one of only 178 colleges worldwide with the distinction of
the AACSB international accreditation. For more information on GFCB and details on
its various educational centers, visit www.wku.edu/business.

dean

departments
Accounting
Economics
Finance
Information Systems
Management
Marketing

Jeff Katz

On Demand

Pursue your degree at your own pace!
- Courses can be completed anyday, anytime, anywhere.
- Register today and complete a course in as little as 7 weeks!
Contact WKU On Demand today for more information:

(270) 745-4158 | wku.edu/study/ondemand
© 2015 Western Kentucky University. Printing paid from state funds, KRS 57.375
WKU is a regionally accredited university. Western Kentucky University is an equal opportunity institution of higher education
and upon request provides reasonable accommodations to individuals with disabilities. www.wku.edu/eoo

College of Health and Human Services
The seven academic units of CHHS help ready students for their future professions
by engaging them with the community through clinical experiences, field work and
internships. CHHS is home to the Academic Center for Excellence, a success center
specifically for students within the college that provides resources, advising and
assistance for different programs. CHHS also offers two doctoral degree programs:
one for Nursing Practice and one for Physical Therapy. For more details and
information on available resources and opportunities, visit wku.edu/chhs.

dean

Neale Chumbler

departments
Allied Health
Communication Sciences & Disorders
Family & Consumer Sciences
Public Health
School of Kinesiology, Recreation
and Sport
School of Nursing
Social Work

branch

usbank.com

800.872.2657

Hilltopper fans can bank anywhere
with a U.S. Bank checking account
and our Mobile app.
Get a Portable Power Charger when you open a
U.S. Bank Student Checking account* and make
your opening deposit at the new campus branch
inside The WKU Store or a convenient Bowling
Green ofﬁce today!
Campus branch inside The WKU
Store at Downing Student Union
Main
L i A
Lain
Avenue
Camp
Campbell Lane
Ashley Circle
Northg
Northgate
Cave Mill

50
500 E. Main Street | 270.745.7600
81
810 Lain Avenue | 270.783.7240
721 Campbell Lane | 270.783.7250
1747 Scottsville Road | 270.783.7220
3240 Louisville Road | 270.783.7260
1970 Cave Mill Road | 270.783.7230

*Portable Power Charger offer valid while supplies last when you open a new U.S. Bank Student Checking account at
participating branches only. Limit one per account. All regular account opening procedures apply. $25 minimum deposit
required to open a checking account. The U.S. Bank Mobile app is free to download. Your mobile carrier may charge access
fees depending upon your individual plan. Web access is needed to use the Mobile app. Check with your carrier for specific
fees and charges. Some mobile features may require additional online setup. Any fees for optional transactions will be
identified during registration for these services and during their use. Deposit products offered by U.S. Bank National
Association. Member FDIC 140533

Ogden College of Science
& Engineering

Ogden College of Science & Engineering offers a range of programs that encompass the basic and applied
sciences. Now entering its fiftieth year, the college has over 20 majors and a variety of minors. Nearly 3,500
students are enrolled in the college with males making up 67 percent of the population. Various institutes
and research centers are available that enable students to become involved and gain hands-on experience
related to their majors. Ogden College also offers the SKyTeach program, which helps prepare students
interested in teaching for careers in math and science education. To see all that Ogden College has to offer,
visit wku.edu/ogden.

departments
Agriculture
Architectural & Manufacturing
Sciences
Biology
Chemistry
Computer Science
Engineering
Geography & Geology
Mathematics
Physics & Astronomy
Psychological Sciences

dean

representatives

Cheryl Stevens

Ogden College Student Ambassadors
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College of Education and Behavioral Sciences
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences
mission is to empower individuals to lead
and serve our dynamic world. The vision is
to be a leader in scholarship and innovation.
CEBS values a commitment to the pursuit of
academic excellence, personal and professional
integrity, respect for individual differences and
intellectual freedom, leading through service,
collegial and collaborative partnerships.

dean

Sam Evans

departments

representatives

Counseling and Student Affairs
Educational Administration Leadership
and Research
Military Science
Psychology
School of Teacher Education

CEBS Student Ambassadors

University College
University College offers a variety of majors within its departments. Under
Diversity and Community Studies are majors in African American Studies,
Gender and Women Studies and Gerontology and the Institute for Citizenship
and Social Responsibility. Within the School of Professional Studies are programs
for business, leadership and interdisciplinary studies as well as paralegal and
real estate studies. University College reaches both incoming students and nontraditional students and its programs help students develop of sense of advocacy
for social equity while applying leadership principles in multiple contexts. For
more details, visit wku.edu/uc.

dean

departments
Diversity and Community Studies
School of Professional Studies
School of University Studies
Systems Management

Dennis George

mellowmushroom.com/store/bowlinggreen

On the corner of

Chestnut and 11th
Serving unique pizza, fresh-baked calzones,
hoagies, salads, craft beer, and more!

270-393-1800

ACADEMIC RESOURCES
The Learning Center (TLC)

DSU A330
tlc@wku.edu
270-745-5065
Mon.-Thurs. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Counseling and Testing Center (CTC)

Potter Hall 409
julia.johnson@wku.edu
270-745-3159
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Office of Scholar Development (OSD)

Honors Building
osd@wku.edu
270-745-5043
Hours by appointment

Center for Career and Professional Development

DSU 2001
wku.edu/career/contact.php
270-745-3095
Mon.-Tues. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Wed.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Technology and Resource Center (TRC)

MMTH 257
270-745-3755
Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Academic Advising and Retention Center (AARC)

DSU 2141
academic.advising@wku.edu
270-745-5065
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Libraries

Helm-Cravens
library.web@wku.edu
270-745-6125
Mon.-Fri. 7:45 a.m. - Midnight

Offers free peer-to-peer tutoring. From assistance in specific
course content to broader skills such as note taking and time
management, TLC aims to help students enhance their academic
performance. Make an appointment for an individual or group
tutoring session through the online scheduling system.

Provides a safe space for confidential counseling for any issues
students may struggle with, from depression to substance abuse to
sexual assault. The Counseling and Testing Center also provides
services for exams such as the CLEP, Nursing Entrance Exam,
and Math Placement Exam.

Helps students with big dreams apply for nationally competitive
scholarships and programs outside the classroom. In recent years,
OSD has helped numerous students win major scholarships for
international study and research.

Assists current students and alumni in reaching their career goals.
Career counselors and coaches can answer questions, review resumes,
and help with practice interviews. Also sponsors job fairs throughout
the academic year to connect students with potential employers.

As a hands-on digital media facility, TRC allows students to learn
multimedia technology and create multimedia projects for course
work. TRC also offers short-term equipment rentals for items
including laptop computers and video cameras. Make sure to
schedule an appointment to ensure a seat for training.

Offers advising for all undergraduate students, especially those
who are undecided or exploratory. AARC also provides student
success initiatives through the Best Expectation Programs that
help students improve their performance in the classroom.

WKU libraries has a vast collection of materials both online and
on campus. The Helms-Cravens library has a circulation desk,
research assistance and a writing center to help you out next time
you have a big paper due. The library is also helpful if you need a
computer or simply a quiet corner to study.
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what about advising and class registration?
Around the midpoint of each semester, questions and concerns for class registration begin to pop
up all over campus. While the next semester may be months away, it’s important to prepare for it as
soon as you can. With limited class availability and various course requirements often influencing
your options, the best way to stay on top of your schedule is to meet with your adviser and review
your iCAP, an online audit that shows progress towards the completion of your degree and classes you
need to take to get you there.
Meeting with your adviser to plan for an upcoming semester is not only required, but it is crucial.
Advisers are familiar with degree requirements and courses related to your major. Advisers can help
you craft a desirable schedule that keeps you on track with your graduation date, so it’s important to
build a relationship with them. Keep in mind that advisers are here to assist you year-round, not just
during the registration period.

links
wku.edu/advising/
wku.edu/registrar/icap/icap_tutorial.htm

how to access your iCAP
1. Go to the Topnet homepage and log in 2. Under the Student Services tab, select ‘iCAP
with your NetID (topnet.wku.edu)
(Interactive Degree Audit)’

3. Click ‘Submit Audit,’ then ‘Run Audit,’ then “View Submitted Audits’
It may take a minute for the audit to process, so keep refreshing the page until it shows up

4. Your individualized iCAP audit should look like this at the top and as you scroll down the page
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STUDY ABROAD
Dr. Seuss said it best: “You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself any
direction you choose...And YOU are the one who’ll decide where to go…”
So why not go abroad? Study Abroad and Global Learning offers you the chance to take your education to a
whole new world. Whatever you want to study or whichever culture you want to experience, the opportunities are
abundant and are truly in your reach.
There’s something special about studying abroad. You don’t just meet new people of different backgrounds, but
you learn how to communicate and connect with their culture. Instead of simply touring a place, you become
immersed in the wonders and idiosyncrasies of that society. Studying abroad teaches you that the world is the
ultimate classroom, and the lessons you receive are lifelong memories.
To find out where SAGL can take you, check out their website or speak with a student representative to hear
tales of their journey before you start your own. Scholarships and other resources are always available to help fund
your experience.
And should you have any doubts, just let Dr. Seuss’ words echo through your mind… “it’s opener, out there, in
the wide, open air.”

“Studying abroad opened my mind
and broadened my perspectives. I
think it is important to have
experiences that make the
world seem smaller and
bigger all at once.”
-Mary-Kate Smith (Grantham, England)

links

by the numbers

9.5 Percent of those studying abroad went to Asia
20.5 Percent of those studying abroad went to Latin America
51 Percent of those studying abroad went to Europe
668

Number of students who studied abroad in 2013-14

amount of money awarded to students
$161,875 throughTotal
the World Topper Scholarship in 2013-14

top fields of study

top destinations

wku.edu/studyabroad
wku.edu/studyabroad/new/funding.php

United Kingdom
Spain
France

1
2
3

Education
Social Sciences
Health Sciences

Figures courtesy of the Office of International
Programs and Study Abroad & Global Learning
2013-2014 Annual Report
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study abroad

in their words
The list of reasons to study abroad is endless, but some seem to top others. Take it from these students who took
their education from the Hill to the rest of the world.

“Studying abroad allowed me to live like a native. I learned in a way that is so different than a
conventional education, and I will forever be a Costa Rican at heart because I studied there.”
-Max McGehee (San Marcos, Costa Rica)

“Education is more than memorizing facts and dates. It’s seeing things from another perspective and realizing
you’re part of a bigger picture. Studying abroad shows you you can live a life you thought you would never have.”
-Kiersten Richards (Toppers at Sea)

“Spending a summer abroad was one of my best decisions in college. With Paris as my classroom, I gained a greater
appreciation for another culture and so much confidence as an individual as I learned to speak a foreign language.”
-Abby Belknap (Paris, France)

“I was inspired to go abroad because I had never been anywhere before. I decided that any opportunity is as good
as now and so when I was offered the trip, I took it. I have never been more pleased with a decision in my life.”
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-Chase Thomas (Beijing, China)
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CAMPUS LIFE

No matter the season, campus is always alive with student activity. From daily interactions to organized events, each week is
filled with something to do. Should you ever find yourself becoming bored, get out of your dorm and check out one of the
many things happening on campus, or simply take a stroll around the Hill and see what you stumble upon. For a calendar
of events, visit wku.edu/events.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

1 Students take the easy route up the Hill through Topper Transit, a

7 Fraternity members walk a mile around campus in heels to

2 Need to blow off some stress? You can shoot a round of pool in the

8 Students rehearse their roles for the Department of Theatre

3 ROTC members assess Bowling Green high schoolers during an

9 A student is crowned at the annual Miss Omega Pageant,

bus system with various lines that run each week day with no charge.
DSU Recreation Center, which also houses several ping pong tables.

Army physical fitness test.

raise awareness for sexual assault and gender violence.
and Dance’s production of The Marriage of Figaro.

which intends to promote body positivity.

4 A student shaves it all off during a baseball game for the St. Baldrick’s 10 Models strut their stuff at a show sponsored by the fashion
fundraiser, which raises money for childhood cancer research.

merchandising department to raise awareness for Dresses for Haiti.

5 Housing and Residence Life hosts an annual gender and communication 11 Participants rush to finish watermelon slices at Events Day
conference, and the finale is a drag show open to students.

during the long-awaited annual Greek Week.

6 Snow days don’t always happen, but when they do students take full 12 To celebrate Earth Day, students and other volunteers helped
advantage of the fact they live on a hill that is perfect for sledding.
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campus life

plant new flowers and raise gardening beds on campus.

DEPOSIT
TODAY!

SAVE HUNDREDS WITH
STUDENT ADVANTAGE DISCOUNTS

BIG RED DOLLARS
can be used at all your favorite places off-campus!

Student Advantage, the nation's
leading student discount program,
provides exclusive student discounts
on everyday expenses near campus,
online and at nationwide chains.
Start saving today!

BIG RED DOLLARS is a declining balance
account you can deposit money into at any
time. Once you are funded, simply swipe
your card at participating locations, both
on and off-campus!

Use BIG RED DOLLARS off-campus to pay for:

A small sample of where you can save up to 50%
nationwide through Student Advantage:

Pizza...Haircuts...Coffee...Pharmacy...Restaurants...and more!

Get four years of savings for only $45
Go to www.studentadvantage.com/wku
Or Call 1.877.256.4672
Mention Code: WKUSAVES

For an up-to-date listing of locations or to deposit today, visit

bigreddollars.com
Big Red Dollars is part of the UGryd® Network. UGryd is a registered service mark of the CBORD Group, Inc.

Discounts based on current offers and are subject to change. Certain restrictions and
exclusions may apply. See studentadvantage.com for offer details.

what can your student ID do for you?
One of the most important items you’ll need is your student identification card. You’ll carry it with you
all day, everyday. Consider your student ID your access pass to campus and a lifeline for your university
experience. Don’t forget to ask about student discounts when you go off campus. Many retail stores and fastfood restaurants offer a 10% discount to students when you show your ID.

ENTER

BIG

RED
800000000

RENT

STUDENT

your dorm room
your friend’s dorm room
Preston Health & Activities Center
athletic events for free (no ticket necessary)
library books
athletic equipment
electronic equipment
a ride from Big Red Bikes

what if I lose my ID?
Don’t fret if you can’t find your ID. You can
purchase a replacement for $20. Be sure to call
the ID center at (270) 745-2417 as soon as you
can to deactivate the lost card. If your ID is
damaged due to normal wear and tear, you can
receive a free replacement once per year.

USE

meal plans and dining dollars
printers at any lab on campus
student discounts off-campus

27

STUDENT SERVICES
(a.k.a. the free stuff)

IT Helpdesk

Having a problem with your technology? Visit the IT helpdesk! It offers ResNet, a computer repair service, to students free of
charge. IT also provides services for Topnet, Blackboard, Toppermail and more. For more details, visit wku.edu/it/helpdesk/ or
call 270-745-7000 for service.

iWKU

Need to find out where your class is? How many meal plans you have left? What time the bus will arrive? How many computers
are open in the lab? There’s an app for that. Download the free iWKU app and make your life a little bit easier everyday.

Topper Transit

Sometimes the fastest way to get around is the bus. Topper Transit has several bus routes that can take you around main campus
and down to South campus, or to certain destinations in Bowling Green. All you have to do is check the bus schedule through
the iWKU app and hop right on.

Police Explorers

The WKU Police Department offers a free on-campus escort service for your protection. Student Police Explorers are available
each night from dawn to dusk to walk with you should you feel unsafe or uncomfortable. The Escort Service is only a phone call
away at (270) 745-3333.

Computer Labs

WKU has eight computer labs across main campus available for student use. The largest lab, located in Mass Media and Technology
Hall, hosts 101 Dell Computers and 9 iMacs and is open 24/7 for your convenience. Each lab is equipped with a scanner and
printer(s). Full-time students are allotted $75 worth of printing (equal to 1,500 pages) while part-time students are given $50
for printing a year. To print for free, simply swipe your student ID card at the print station. For a full list of lab locations and
availability, visit wku.edu/it/labs/locations_hours.php.

Big Red Bikes

Need of a pair of wheels to get around? Check out this bike rental program for students, faculty and staff. You can rent a bike for
an entire week at no charge – just be sure to bring your student ID. Stop by the Office of Sustainability or visit online at wku.
edu/sustainability/brb/index.php. You can also email bikes@wku.edu for questions or more information.

WKUHerald app

WKU Herald is the official app for the student newspaper of WKU. It is a location-based mobile app platform that delivers to
students late-breaking campus news and real-time offers from local merchants. The app features a unique ‘tile board’ design that
gives you quick access to the local news and information you care about. Check out offers to find money-saving specials closest
to you that you can redeem by just showing your phone. And there’s more, allowing you to submit news directly to us, use the
app as a QR code scanner, and control your push notification and location settings.

(other important places to know)
Post Office

Yep, we’ve got one on campus. Located on the ground floor of DSU, WKU Postal Services provides mailing services, passport
services, fax services, and even P.O. Box rentals. The office is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Health Services

The Graves Gilbert Clinic at WKU provides services including physicals, immunizations, drug screenings, and STI testing and
treatments. If you have health questions or would like to see a physician, call (270) 745-2273. For more information on available
services and student health insurance plans, visit wku.edu/healthservices.
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student services

save the date!
NOVEMBER 7, 2015
The 2015
Homecoming marks
50 years of greek
tradition. This year’s
theme “Under the Big
Top,” is sure to draw
a large crowd of past,
present and future
Hilltoppers.

HOMECOMING
Homecoming weekend: It’s the most wonderful time of the year
on the Hill. Student spirit and university pride are at all-time highs
as current students and alumni of all ages gather for a weekend
of parades, concerts, tailgating and football. You can’t escape the
Homecoming spirit, so get out there and wave your red towel!
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homecoming

T

‘was the night before homecoming
And all on the Hill
Not a creature was stirring
Not even a White Squirrel.

The players were snuggled all in their beds
While visions of complete passes danced in their heads.
And Julie in her ‘kerchief and Gary in his cap,
Had just settled down for a pre-game nap.
When out on the grass there arose such a clatter,
Gary sprang from his office to see what was the matter.
Away to the window he flew
Tore open the door to yell “Tailgate safely!”
Then a jolly red fellow caught Gary’s eye.
Mr. President scratched his head and said “Oh my.
I’ve ne’er seen such a creature, who can you be?”
“I’m Big Red. Duh, can’t you see?”
The scarlet blob sprang to the stands,
Red towel swirled in his hands.
And Gary heard him yell, as the refs tossed the ball,
“GO TOPS and happy homecoming to all!”
A poem by Shelby Rogers, courtesy of the 2015 Talisman

2015 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE *
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Thursday
Sep. 3

Vanderbilt
Commodores

Vanderbilt Stadium
Nashville, Tennessee

Thursday
Sep. 10

Louisiana Tech
Bulldogs

L.T. Smith Stadium
Bowling Green

Saturday
Sep. 19
Saturday
Sep. 26
Saturday
Oct. 3
Saturday
Oct. 10
Thursday
Oct. 15
Saturday
Oct. 24
Saturday
Oct. 31

Indiana
Hoosiers
Miami (OH)
RedHawks
Rice
Owls
Middle Tennessee
Blue Raiders
North Texas
Mean Green
LSU
Tigers
Old Dominion
Monarchs

Memorial Stadium
Bloomington, Indiana
L.T. Smith Stadium **
Bowling Green
Rice Stadium
Houston, Texas
L.T. Smith Stadium **
Bowling Green
Apogee Stadium
Denton, Texas
Tiger Stadium
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Foreman Field
Norfolk, Virgina

Saturday
Nov. 7
Saturday
Nov. 21
Friday
Nov. 27

Florida Atlantic
Owls
FIU
Golden Panthers
Marshall
Thundering Herd

L.T. Smith Stadium **
Bowling Green
FIU Stadium
Miami, Florida
L.T. Smith Stadium **
Bowling Green

* All times TBA

** Home game

**
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parent and family weekend

PARENT & FAMILY WEEKEND

This annual event brings together current students with their families for a Saturday on the Hill. The main event
is a home football game, but your family has the opportunity to tour campus, check out your residence hall, view
a mock classroom or enjoy food and music at the President’s Festival on the South Lawn. Don’t forget to dress for
the occasion in your best shades of red and white!
Does your family embody that classic Hilltopper spirit? If you think your family’s got what it takes or you just
want to thank them for their support, you can nominate them for Family of the Year. The winner receives goodies
from the WKU store, dinner and special recognition at the football game. To send in your nomination, visit the
Parent & Family Weekend website.

save the date!

SEPTEMBER 26, 2015

links
wku.edu/pfw
wkustore.com

STAYING HEALTHY
By now, you’ve heard all the urban legends. From an unstoppable love/hate relationship with pizza to
the beginnings of a beer gut, unhealthy habits can quickly culminate in every new college student’s
worst nightmare: the Freshman 15. Sadly, it is no myth. With all the indulgences and inevitable stress,
it’s easy to pack on some pounds. But it’s also easy to stay active and maintain your health. Don’t let
the Freshman 15 happen to you– get out there and get fit!

fitness opportunities
Preston Health and Activities Center

The Preston Center is almost a dream for us college kids. Not only is student membership free, but offers a wide variety
of services not available at a typical gym. The facility hosts an impressive 14,000 square foot fitness center with all sorts of
equipment and machines, a natatorium, indoor running track, basketball courts, racquetball rooms, and lockers. Group X
offers fitness classes during the week with programs such as yoga and hip hop cardio. You can also schedule a session with
a certified personal trainer, meet with a nutrition counselor, or treat yourself to a massage for a discounted student price.

Well U

Well U is a program designed to connect students with events and services that promote healthy habits and academic
success. Registration is free and makes you eligible to win prizes or scholarships– WellU awards over $15,000 for these each
year! With these incentives, Well U encourages students to participate in health events, from Group X classes to Muscle of
the Month challenges and other events. Visit wku.edu/awellu/ to stay up-to-date.

ORAC

Feeling adventurous and want to take your exercise outdoors? Check out one of the many trips sponsored by ORAC,
a program dedicated to environmental approaches to learning and exciting opportunities for outdoor activities and
adventures. ORAC offers low prices for activities such as hiking, rock climbing, biking, and whitewater rafting at
various locations near Bowling Green. ORAC also provides rentals for equipment and materials at very low prices. For
information on upcoming events, visitwku.edu/orac.

healthy eating
The Fresh Food Company

The main dining establishment on campus, Fresh Food offers the largest variety of meals. Menu items change daily and you
can choose from different stations including salad, sandwiches, pasta, grill, homestyle, pizza and dessert. Vegetarian options
are also available daily. Fresh Food serves breakfast, lunch and dinner during the week with brunch on the weekends.

Subway

You can eat fresh with two Subway locations on campus. Subway offers several different sandwiches for a meal plan,
including ham, oven roasted chicken and veggie delight with your choice of chips or apple slices. Or, you could use a meal
plan on two bags of chips or two 21-ounce bottled beverages.

Your residence hall

Even though you have meal plans, don’t forget that you can cook in your residence hall! Residence halls have kitchens on
every floor that will allow you to get creative with your culinary skills. For super fresh and healthy ingredients, stop by a
local farmer’s market then fix yourself a meal. Or, keep it simple with pasta and a pre-made sauce. Keep in mind that you
will have to supply your own cookware and utensils.
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staying healthy
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wku.edu/library
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CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS
One of the best ways to get ahead is to get involved. Joining an organization can open the door for opportunities
after graduation, enable you to connect with more peers, and just make your overall experience so much better.
While there are far too many to list here, clubs and organizations fall into eight broad categories. Check out some
examples below or visit this link for a complete category listing: www.wku.edu/sao/registered-students-org.php.

general

campus ministry

professional

intramurals

Examples: African Students Union, Gamers’ Guild,
GreenToppers, American Sign Language Organization

Examples: Baptist Campus Ministry, CRU, Reformed
University Fellowship, Christian Student Fellowship

Examples: Student Publications, American Advertising
Federation, American Institute of Architecture Students

Examples: Racquetball Club, Fencing Club, Women’s
Rugby, Men’s Ultimate Frisbee, Men’s Club Soccer

departmental

student representative

Examples: Social Work Student Union, Chinese Club,
Sports Management Majors Club, Intercultural Club

Examples: Student Government Association, Study
Abroad Representatives, Student Identity Outreach

service

honors

Examples: Student Veterans Alliance, Golden Key
Honor Society, Dance Big Red Committee
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clubs and organizations

Examples: Various departmental honor societies,
Honors Toppers, Honors Abroad Alumni

a letter from the Talisman editors
Hello! We’re proud to say that we will be documenting this year on
the Hill as the editors of the WKU Talisman. Our publication datess
back to 1924, and it’s not just a yearbook anymore.
We dive deep into WKU’s stories and culture to bring you thee
highlights of the year, curated by the best student journalists and
d
presented in a magazine-style coffee-table book.
Our website, wkutalisman.com, delivers charming stories throughout
ut
every week of the semester. The web team is quirky, enthusiastic and
ready to explore the world of Hilltoppers.
Get with the program! Check out the Talisman.

A yearbook unlike any
other for only $20.

Tanner Cole

Naomi Driessnack

Buy a Talisman on Topnet today.
For more information please visit
www.wkutalisman.com.

A yearbook unlike any
other for only $20.
Buy a Talisman on Topnet today.
For more information please visit
www.wkutalisman.com.

THE OFFICIAL YEARBOOK OF
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

STUDENT MEDIA

If you’re interested in journalism, photography, design, advertising or just want to test the waters of working for
a publication, you’ve come to a great place. The Hill is home to various publications and media outlets run by
students, many of which have earned national recognition and awards.

the Talisman
Since 1924, the annually-published Talisman has
documented the unique and ever-changing culture on the
Hill. With a dedicated staff of writers, photographers and
designers, the Talisman breaks the mold of the traditional
yearbook. Buy your copy today for only $20 on Topnet.
Be sure to get your portrait taken to be a part of history.

the College Heights Herald
The College Heights Herald newspaper is the leading source of news
at WKU. Distributed across campus every Tuesday and Thursday and
regularly updated online, the Herald has consistently been recognized
as one of the best non-daily student newspapers in the country. And
download the WKUHerald app from the App Store and Google Play.

News Channel 12 and Extra Point

Photos courtesy of Gary Gordon

Revolution 91.7

ImageWest

An award-winning advertising and public relations agency, Imagewest
provides students with the opportunity to gain real-world experience
through internships. Students work with a diverse set of real clients in
a collaborative, hands-on setting.

These 30-minute shows are produced by broadcast
journalism students who write, shoot and stack content
before the show. Then they anchor, direct and run
technical equipment while on air. On Tuesday evenings,
News Channel 12 focuses on weather and news events
related to WKU while Extra Point focuses on sports on
Thursdays.

Revolution 91.7 is a licensed student-run radio station
that broadcasts 24/7. Revolution offers a mix of
progressive music while exposing the contemporary
underground, and is great experience for students
interested in radio broadcast operations. All you have to
do is tune in to 91.7 FM or check out concerts hosted
by Revolution throughout the year to enjoy the sounds.

links

wkutalisman.com
wkuherald.com
newschannel12live.com
newschannel12live.com/extrapoint
revolution.fm
wkuimagewest.com

41

Available in print
Tuesdays and Thursdays
and 24/7 at wkuherald.com
/WKUHERALD

@ WKUHERALD

@ WKUHERALD

Download the wkuherald mobile app
for ios and android

GREEK LIFE
For many students, Greek life is an exciting and life-changing experience on the Hill. Joining a Greek organization
brings multiple opportunities to connect with new friends and forge lifelong bonds, accept leadership roles, contribute
to various philanthropies and stand at the center of campus traditions. Greek organizations have a large presence
on campus, especially through recruitment events and the annual Greek Week in the spring. While it may not be
for everyone, Greek life has allowed a number of students to make their college experience even more memorable.

INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL

by the numbers

31 social sororities and fraternities
since Greek organizations
50 years
joined WKU
involved in sororities
2,000+ students
and fraternities

links
wku.edu/wkugreeks/

Alpha Delta Pi, Alpha Gamma Delta, Alpha Omicron Pi, Alpha Xi
Delta, Chi Omega, Delta Zeta, Kappa Delta, Omega Phi Alpha, Phi
Mu, Sigma Kappa

Alpha Kappa Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha, Delta Sigma Theta, Iota Phi
Theta, Kappa Alpha Psi, Omega Psi Phi, Phi Beta Sigma, Sigma
Gamma Rho, Zeta Phi Beta

facebook.com/wkugreeks
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PANHELLENIC ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL PAN-PANHELLENIC ASSOCIATION

wku.edu/wkugreeks/greekwk.php
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Alpha Gamma Rho, Alpha Tau Omega, Farmhouse, Kappa Alpha
Order, Kappa Sigma, Lambda Chi Alpha, Phi Delta Theta, Phi
Gamma Delta, Pi Kappa Alpha, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Sigma Chi,
Sigma Nu, Sigma Phi Epsilon

greek life

“Being Greek at WKU is being a part of something
that’s bigger than you.” -Kelley King, Phi Mu Membership Director
KELLEY’S RECRUITMENT TIPS
Keep an open mind and think for yourself
Forget all the stereotypes and things you’ve heard. Forming your
own opinion is more important! In the end, you need to make an
independent decision so that you’ll be happy. No matter what, you
will make plenty of new friends.

Ask the important questions
Don’t ask about partying. Instead, find out what opportunities
each organization has to offer and explain what you’re looking for
in a sorority or fraternity.

Be prepared to repeat yourself
You’ll probably answer the same questions over and over. Make sure
that you always have some spunk in your responses, even if you’ve said
it one hundred times already.

Have fun!
Recruitment can be stressful and even emotional, but what’s the
point if you’re not enjoying yourself? Don’t stress the little things and
remember that everyone is unique. Going Greek is about connecting
with other people in a positive way.
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NAMES TO KNOW
Gary Ransdell
WKU President
Ransdell has been the face of WKU since he became president in 1997. Achievements
during his tenure include the creation of Kentucky’s only independent Honors College and
rebuilding WKU’s campus through construction projects.

Gordon Emslie
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
The provost is the chief academic officer for the university. As provost, Emslie is responsible
for setting goals for the university’s academic missions, which includes instruction, research
and community outreach.

Jay Todd Richey
Student Government Association President
The SGA president serves as the chief executive officer of the SGA and is the official
representative of the student body, including representing students on WKU’s major
decision-making board, the Board of Regents.

Howard Bailey
Vice-President for Student Affairs
Bailey oversees several hundred student employees in eight departments. He is the primary
student advocate for more than 20,000 students and looks after their general welfare outside
the classroom.

Todd Stewart
Athletics Director
The athletics director is responsible for the planning management and administration of
WKU’s athletics department. Since his hire, Stewart has been successful in moving WKU to
Conference USA.

Kae Holloway
Herald Editor-in-Chief
The Herald editor oversees WKU’s student-run newspaper, the College Heights Herald,
published on Tuesdays and Thursdays in print. The website, wkuherald.com, is the digital
edition of the Herald where readers can find breaking news and stories.

NUMBERS TO KNOW
Academic Advising and Retention
270-745-5065
wku.edu/advising
Academic Affairs
270-745-2296
wku.edu/academicaffairs/
Admissions
Toll Free Phone: 1-800-495-8463
Office: 270-745-2551
admission@wku.edu
wku.edu/freshmen/#
Athletics
270-745-3542
wkusports.com
Billings and Receivables
270-745-6381 or 270-745-5370
billings.receivables@wku.edu
Bowling Green Police Department
(270) 393-BGPD
(270) 393-2473
www.bgky.org/Police/Index.Php
Campus Post Office
270-745-3093
wku.edu/postal/index.php
College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences
270-745-4662
wku.edu/cebs/
College of Health and
Human Services
270-745-2425
wku.edu/chhs/
Counseling and Testing Center
270-745-3159
wku.edu/heretohelp/
Dining Services
270-745-2416
wkudining.com

Office of Institutional Diversity
and Inclusion
270-745-5066
diverstyprograms@wku.edu
wku.edu/oidi/
Potter College of Arts & Letters
270-745-2344
wku.edu/pcal/
Division of Extended Learning
and Outreach
270-745-1900
delo@wku.edu
wku.edu/delo/
Downing Student Union
270-745-5793
wku.edu/dsu/
Gordon Ford College of Business
270-745-6311
gfcb@wku.edu
wku.edu/business/
The Graduate School
270-745-4752
wku.edu/graduate/
Graves Gilbert Health Services
270-745-CARE (2273)
gravesgilbert.com/ggcwkuhealthservices
Honors College
270-745-2081
honors@wku.edu
wku.edu/honors/
Housing and Residence Life
270-745-4359
wku.edu/housing/
Human Resources
270-745-5360
wku.edu/hr/

IT Helpdesk
270-745-7000
wku.edu/it/helpdesk/
Intramural-Recreational Sports
270-745-6061
wku.edu/intramurals/
International Programs
270-745-5334
wku.edu/oip/
Ogden College of Science
and Engineering
270-745-4449
wku.edu/ogden/
Preston Health and
Activities Center
270-745-6060
wku.edu/imrec/facilities/
Registrar
270-745-5432
registrar@wku.edu
wku.edu/registrar/
Student Disabilities Services
270-745-5004
wku.edu/sds/
WKU Police
270-745-2548
wku.edu/police
WKU Store
Toll Free:1-800-444-5155
1-800-745-2466
bookstore@wku.edu
wkustore.com
University College
270-745-4092
wku.edu/uc/
WKU Alumni Association
1-888-WKU-ALUM
alumni@wku.edu
alumni.wku.edu

BOWLING GREEN
Call it Bowling Green, BG or The Beeg. Consider it your home.
The third most populous city in Kentucky, Bowling Green is home to a diverse population of nearly 61,000
people. Founded in 1798, the city has grown from a lonely settlement of log cabins to a modern town with a
charming atmosphere and unique history. From Fountain Square Park downtown to Shanty Hollow Lake, Bowling
Green has much to offer in the way of activities, attractions, shopping and dining.
Think of Bowling Green as a small town with big city amenities. There are plenty of natural sites to explore, local
restaurants to expand your taste buds, and annual events such as the International Festival or Harvest Festival
to give you something to do. Events sponsored by organizations at WKU also reach out into the Bowling Green
community, so be sure to stay in touch with an events calendar. Bowling Green’s music scene is also something to
keep on your radar. The music is diverse and has produced nationally recognized acts such as Cage the Elephant
and Sleeper Agent.
Whatever your interests are, Bowling Green is sure to meet them. For more information on the city and all it has
to offer, visit bgky.org. Or, simply go explore the city and see what you find.
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bowling green life

BG Attractions
the great outdoors
Kentucky weather may change on a whim – can it really be 50 degrees in January or snowing a week
before Spring Break? Yes, yes it can. But the weather here can also be ideal for outdoor adventures during
any season. Next time you need a little nature in your life, grab your boots and check out these locations.
Shanty Hollow Lake

Lost River Cave

Jackson’s Orchard

1200 Shanty Hollow Road

2818 Nashville Road

1280 Slim Island Road

arts of all kinds
Maybe you fancy the arts, too. In addition to various productions by the WKU Department of Theatre
& Dance and Department of Music, Bowling Green has several other venues where you can experience
the arts. Date night, anyone?
Gallery Hop

Downing Museum

SKyPAC (Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center)

bggalleryhop.com

4801 Morgantown Road

601 College Street

local hangs
Sometimes, the best way to get to know a place is to get a little lost. Call up a friend and take a drive around
Bowling Green to find out for yourself what places will become your favorites. If you need a suggestion or
starting point, here are some local spots everyone enjoys.
Community Farmers’ Market

Beech Bend Park

Bowling Green Skatepark

2319 Nashville Road

798 Beech Bend Road

200 6th Avenue

National Corvette Museum

River Walk Bridge

South Union Shaker Village

350 Corvette Drive

1001 College Street

850 Shaker Museum Road
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BG Eats
cheap and delicious
Keep yourself and your wallet happy with inexpensive meals that are a still a step up from fast food quality.
El Mazatlan

One of several Mexican restaurants in town, El Maz offers a large and authentic menu with a lively
atmosphere and some of the best queso around. Oh, and endless chips and salsa.

Griff’s Deli

Griff’s serves a collection of salads, sandwiches and soups. They also have spuds, which are specialty
baked potatoes loaded with all kinds of toppings. It’s an ideal lunch spot with a creative menu sure
to cure any case of the rumblies.

Osaka Sushi Train

Have a craving for sushi? Try Sushi Train, where (yep, you guessed it) plates of sushi go around the
restaurant on a conveyor belt. Plates range from just one to three dollars with a variety of rolls.

GADS (Great American Donut Shop)

GADS is a Hilltopper rite of passage. Open 24 hours, it’s the ideal spot for a late night (or very early
morning) treat. Make sure to bring cash, as GADS asks that you spend at least $5 if you pay with a card.

2435 Nashville Road
600 US 31W Bypass
1640 Scottsville Road

2425 Scottsville Road

901 US 31W Bypass

awesome atmosphere

The environment is part of the dining experience - check out these spots with unique vibes.
Spencer’s Coffee

Spencer’s makes it simple: great coffee, great food, great people. This coffeehouse provides a relaxing
work environment and plenty of brews to keep you energized as you write that research paper. Pro
tip: come on a Wednesday for a taste of the best waffles in town.

Mellow Mushroom

If you’re feeling some chill vibes and far-out pizza or hoagies, Mellow is your destination. Stop by on
a Tuesday night for a game of trivia, or on the weekend for live music.

915 College Street

1035 Chestnut Street

Tea Bayou

906 State Street

For a truly unique atmosphere, visit Tea Bayou in the downtown square. The New Orleans cuisine
is notable while the café is famous for over 50 craft teas, lattés and smoothies. And if you have a
sweet tooth, a taste of Chocolotto cake is sure to satisfy you.

treat yo’ self

Every now and then it’s okay to splurge on a meal you deserve, especially if you have family in town.
Brickyard Café

This cozy Italian eatery serves a variety of rich foods from seafood fettuccine to veal parmesan to
tiramisu. Open for lunch and dinner, Brickyard is a good spot for a date or simply a decadent meal.

1026 Chestnut Street

Home Café & Marketplace

Nothing quite beats fresh ingredients from local farms and businesses. With an inventive menu and
chef-inspired dishes, Home Café will bring out the foodie in you.

2440 Nashville Road

The Bistro

Located in a restored 1893 Fletcher House, the Bistro is elegant and sophisticated. The daily specials
are consistently delicious and the rest of the menu will undoubtedly make your mouth water.
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bowling green eats

1129 College Street

2

3

4
5
1 A latté from Spencer’s, with a perfect pattern of foam.
2 The fajita potato from Griff’s goes well with a ranchero wrap.
3 For the best doughnut in town (or your entire life), try GAD’s

1

classic with sprinkles or branch out with a French crueller.

4 This pasta with rich gorgonzola sauce is just one of Brickyard
6

7

5
6

8

Café’s options.
Mellow’s appetizers, like this bruschetta, are just as tasty as
their specialty pizzas.
Creative plates like a crab and asparagus pizza can be found
on Home Café’s menu, which changes daily.
You can’t go wrong with a classic quesadilla at El Mazatlan.

7
8 Shrimp tempura is one of many tasty rolls at Sushi Train.
9 The cochon po’boy is one of several sandwiches at Tea Bayou.

Beyond BG

Need to get out of town for a day or a weekend? Not a problem. There are several
getaways close to Bowling Green via Interstate 65. For short trips, check out places in
nearby Kentucky and Tennessee where there is something to do for everyone.

Nashville

Distance from BG: 65 miles

Approximate travel time: 1 hour

Centennial Park

Close to downtown Nashville, this 132-acre park offers a walking trail, a dog park, sand volleyball
courts, an arts activity center and more. The park also features an iconic replica of the Parthenon.

Adventure Science Center

Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., this attraction features a multitude of exhibits and shows at the
Sudekum Planetarium. Take advantage of the Twilight special and pay only $6 for admission by
arriving after 3:30 p.m.

Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum

It goes without saying that Nashville is the heart of country music. Learn about the music genre’s
many legends through different exhibits. Even better, schedule your visit on the same day of a festival
in the city or a concert at the famous Ryman Auditorium.

Lexington

Distance from BG: 155 miles

Approximate travel time: 2.5 hours

Keeneland

This famous racetrack is one of the main attractions in the horse capital of the world. Enjoy a day
with some friends at the beautiful racetrack- just try not to bet too much money.

Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill

Visit the largest restored Shaker community, with nearly 3,000 acres of farmland and 19th century
buildings. Shaker Village offers special events, hiking trails, dining and gift shops with unique crafts.

Louisville

Distance from BG: 120 miles

Approximate travel time: 2 hours

21c Museum

The first museum in North America dedicated solely to artists of this century, 21c is a unique gem in
Downtown Louisville. Open 24/7, 21c hosts a special events program each month in addition to its
dynamic exhibitions and installations.

The Louisville Zoo

Get in touch with your wild side by visiting the Louisville Zoo, where you can see over 1,500 animals
including gorillas and a rare albino alligator. The zoo hosts several award-winning exhibits and also
offers educational programs and animal training sessions.

The Kentucky Center

The home of Louisville’s renowned art scene, the Kentucky Center attracts a large crowd for various
performances in music, dance and theatre, as well as Broadway productions.
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beyond bowling green

links
visitmusiccity.com
nashville.gov/Parksand-Recreation

adventuresci.org

countrymusichall
offame.org

visitlex.com
keeneland.com

shakervillageky.org

gotolouisville.com

21cmuseumhotels.com

louisvillezoo.org

kentuckycenter.org

elsewhere
Kentucky Down Under
Want to meet kangaroos, wallabies and emus? You won’t have to fly to Australia for that. Just 40
miles outside Bowling Green, this attraction is a great place to see and learn about unique animals
from various continents.

kdu.com

Cave City
Only 30 miles away, Cave City is home to several attractions. There’s Mammoth Cave, the longest
known cave in the world that offers tours, hiking, kayaking, campsites and horseback riding trails.
Other attractions include Dinosaur World and Funtown Mountain.

cavecity.com

Bernheim Arboretum and Research Forest
About 100 miles northeast lies Bernheim Forest, a scenic arboretum with over 35 miles of trails,
lakes, gardens and a canopy tree walk. Admission is free during the week and is only $5 per passenger
car ($10 per passenger van) on the weekends.

bernheim.org
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Where You Belong.
Voted 2014 & 2015 BEST Credit Union/Bank on the WKU Hill

STUDENTS & PARENTS: BOTH BELONG!
In this exciting time of change, why not bank with the financial institution created by WKU faculty and staff?
Serving the WKU community since 1963 and still being voted the best credit union/bank on the Hill, Service One is a proud supporter of all WKU
students, alumni, faculty, and staff. Providing innovative products and services to meet your financial goals, Service One is Where You Belong.

CONVENIENT TO WKU

“Banking with Service One
Credit Union is very
convenient because of
locations on the Hill and
around Bowling Green.

On Campus location at the top of the Hill
(422 College Heights Blvd.) with 3 strategically placed
WKU ATMs + our SURCHARGE-FREE ATM networks.

EXCLUSIVE SCHOLARSHIPS

Service One staff members
are so helpful, especially
when I was preparing for my
semester abroad! “

$12,000 awarded to WKU students,
including $2,000 in WKU Study Abroad
Scholarships.

SHELBY NEWTON

“The Spirit Makes the Master” Western Kentucky University

Class of 2018

DATE

PAY TO THE
ORDER OF
DOLLARS

MEMO

EASILY DEPOSIT FUNDS

SHOW HILLTOPPER PRIDE

PRIVATE STUDENT LOANS

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY

You are able to transfer funds from any other
banking account to Service One through our
Online Home Branch’s enhanced Bill Pay. This
Account-to-Account (A2A) feature is fast and free.

Need checks? Service One has developed a
special Hilltopper Pride check series. Ask how
you can get your first box of Hilltopper Pride
checks FREE with your new checking account!*

Offering Private Student Loans, along with
Consolidation Student Loans. Use our private
student loan to pay for all qualified education
expenses, including tuition, books, and even
room/board! More info at:

EEnhanced Bill Pay with Account to Account transfers.
FREE Mobile app allows 24/7 access to account
FREE mobile check deposit.**
FREE financial budgeting app makes budgeting
easy, with the ability to automatically categorize
your spending on all your banking accounts.

www.SOCU.com/loans/student

* - Membership eligibility applies. Certain requirements may apply to receive some products or account
privileges. Subject to change without notice. Limited time availability for free box of checks promotion.
Free box of checks for new Service One checking accounts, only applicable to approved style checks.
** - Standard carrier fees and membership restrictions may apply. Please mention wanting to
use My Deposit Mobile to Service One Representative.

Federally insured by NCUA.

